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he was admirable both for his extraordinary virtue and for his skill in the
sciences and profound knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. In the year 300
he succeeded Theonas in the see of Alexandria, being the sixteenth Arch-
bishop from St Mark; he governed that church with the highest commenda-
tion, says the same historian, during the space of twelve years, for the nine
last of which he sustained the fury of the most violent persecutions carried
on by Diocletian and his successors. Virtue is tried and made perfect by
sufferings; and Eusebius observes that the fervour of our saint's piety and
the rigour of his penance increased with the calamities of the church. That
violent storm, which affrighted and disheartened several bishops and inferior
ministers of the church, did but awake his attention, inflame his charity,
and inspire him with fresh vigour. He never ceased begging of God for
himself and his flock necessary grace and courage, and exhorting them to
die daily to their passions, that they might be prepared to die for Christ.
The confessors he comforted and encouraged by word and example, and
was the father of many martyrs who sealed their faith with their blood.
His watchfulness and care were extended to all the churches of Egypt,
Thebais, or Upper Egypt and Lybia, which were under his immediate
inspection. Notwithstanding the activity of St Peter's charity and zeal,
several in whom the love of this world prevailed basely betrayed their faith
to escape torments and death.

Among those who fell during this storm, none was more considerable
than Meletius, Bishop of Lycopolis, in Thebais. That bishop was charged
with several crimes; but apostasy was the main article alleged against him.
St Peter called a council, in which Meletius was convicted of having
sacrificed to idols and of other crimes, and sentence of deposition was
passed against him. The apostate had not humility enough to submit, or
to seek the remedy of his deep wounds by condign repentance, but put
himself at the head of a discontented party which appeared ready to follow
him to any lengths. To justify his disobedience, and to impose upon men
by pretending a holy zeal for discipline, he published many calumnies
against St Peter and his council; and had the assurance to tell the world
that he had left the archbishop's communion, because he was too indulgent
to the lapsed in receiving them too soon and too easily to communion*
Thus he formed a pernicious schism, which took its name from him, and
subsisted a hundred and fifty years. The author laid several snares for
St Peter's life, and though by an overruling providence these were rendered
ineffectual, he succeeded in disturbing the whole church of Egypt with his
factions and violent proceedings; for he infringed the saint's patriarchal
authority, ordained bishops within his jurisdiction, and even placed one in
his metropolitical see. Sozomen tells us these usurpations -were carried on
with less opposition during a certain time when St Peter was obliged to
retire to avoid the fury of the persecution. Anus, who was then